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Di Giorgio Strike 
Now In 9th Month 


The strike of 1,100 members 


‘of the National Farm Labor] 


Union ‘now goes on with the U. 
S. Government again getting in 


the picture on the side of multi- 


milionaire Joe Di Giorgio. The 


_Jatest move came on July 1, 
when the National Labor Rela- 


tions Board made an applica- 
tion for a permanent court in- 


junction to stop other unions} 


from assisting the farm work- 
ers by boycotting Di Giorgio 
products. Thus, the NLRB, 
which under the Taft-Hartley 


anti-labor law excluded all ag-| 


ricultural workers, is trying to 
get the courts to invoke the 
law against 1,100 agricultural 
workers because they dared 
strike against their boss. 


Alexander H. Schullman; 


noted labor relations lawyer on| | 


the West Coast, is representing 


_ the National Farm Labor Union, 
and plans to challenge the con- | 


stitutionality of the ae Hart- 


_ ley Act. 
SCHOOL CHILDREN USED 


Meanwhile, the Di Giorgio 
Fruit Corporation is finding it 


hard going in the job of keeping 
‘strike breakers, ‘The corporation 
now wecruiting school chil- 


dren, forcing them to work 


gide by side with the scum. of 
the earth. recruited from: the} 
dives of the towns and cities. | — 
"There -havealready- been cases}. 
reported to local union head- 


quarters of perverts behind the 
picket lines: molesting 12 and 


15 year old boys and girls. A 


gtate investigation has been de- 
_- manded by Union leaders. The 


California labor code is being 
violated‘ right and left. So far,) 


Governor Earl Warren, candi- 


date for Vice President on the 


Republican ticket, has taken no} 


action to bring about a settle- 


‘ment of the strike. 


UNION ~-MORALE HIGH 

In spite of the long fight to 
bring justice and fair play onto 
the Di Giorgio Ranch, the men 
and women are manning the 
world’s longest picket line day 
in and day out. They will not 
give up. They go down the road 


singing the new Ballad of the 


- Di Giorgio Strike. (See Page 3). 


Yr 


Texas Labor 


Floods The 


After the government of 


‘Mexico refused to permit Mexi- 
- can citizens to be imported into 


the southern states because of 
discrimination on account of 
their race and color, a plan was 
worked out whereby thousands 
of farm workers were permitted 


to leave Texas, go to Arkansas, 


Mississippi and Missouri for the 


‘ cotton chopping season. 


Feed Fruit To Cows 


Oranges and grapefruit may 
soon become a part of “‘bossy’s” 


— diet if a plan in Florida works 
out. The agricultural college of 


Florida University is conduct- 
ing an experiment feeding beef 
cattle with surplus citrus fruit. 
~ Tf it is successful, it may solve 
the problem of how to get rid 
of Florida’s biggest crop, ac- 


cording to the experts. 


Remember the Date 
In Forty-Eight 
‘Vote November 2 


wi ° 


President William Pays 


‘ 
> 
His 


National Farm Labor Union Dues 


Union, has paid his membership dues for more than a year. Mr. 


Green has been a member in good standing in an American 
Federation of Labor Union for over 50 years. He was a coal 
miner in his native state of Ohio and became a member of the 
United Mine Workers of America when he was a young man. 
When John L.. Lewis disaffiliated the ,UMWA from the AFL 
-|last. December, President Mitchell offered Mr. Green member- 

ship in the National Farm Labor Union. His membership dues 


were paid into the treasury of Local 204 beginning in December, 


1947. The national office has just received the letter printed 
below, accompanied by a check for $15 to. be nents on his 


dues. 


M:. H L. Mitchell, President 
National Farm Labor Union 
726 9th St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir and Brother: 


I enclose a check for $15.00 which I ask you to accept as 
membership dues. I do not know how you wish to apply this 


payment of dues or for what months you will designate to which 


dues apply. Please advise me and send me a receipt so that I 


may know the period fof which my dues are paid into your 


organization. 


I'trust this will be acceptable and satisfactory. 
. Fraternally yours, 


William*Green, President 
American Federation of Labor. 

The membership of the President of the great’ American 
Federation .of Labor in the National Farm Labor Union is a great 
: inspiration. If the man who heads the finest labor movement* 
in the world thinks your union is a good one and supports iit 
by paying his dues for each and every month, then every other 


man or woman in the organization should do the same. 


New, Easy Way To Grow Cotton 


M. P. Myers, of Dundee, Miss. 
claims that he has discovered 
an easy way to grow cotton. 
Myers planted five acres of cot- 
ton, covered the ground with a 
new kind of weed killer. The 
cotton stalk is supposed to be 


| the plant the. weed killer 


Is Being Tried By Mississippi Farmer 


does not hurt. Myers says he 
does not intend to chop and 


plow the five acre crop. He is 
quoted as saying, “With this 
plan you plant your crop in the 
spring, go to Florida, return in 
the fall and harvest the ihe 
IF the idea works.” 


Democrats 
Split; Negroes. 
Register To Vote 


One of the most interesting 
developments in the South is 


happening in South Carolina, 


according to the New York 
Times. There has been a po- 


;cratic Party. 


. office, 
.|Charlestonians and helped set 


President William Green of the American Federation of 
Labor, wh) is a member of Local 204, National Farm Labor 


litical upheaval in the Demo- 
A large faction 
representing the small _ hill 
farmers and mill workers is de- 
fending the right of Negroes to 
vote in the coming primary 
elections. As a result, the Ne- 
groes are registering, paying 
their poll taxes and getting 


ready to vote in increasing num- 
bers. 


The battle over the right of 


| Negro citizens to vote in South 


Carolina stems from the age old 
fight between the poor classes 
of citizens who live on. the 
worn out hill farms and those 
who work in the cotton mills, 
against the rich tidewater plan- 
tation section of the state near 
the largest city, Charleston. 
Ever since the days of Thomas 


-|Jefferson and* Andrew Jackson, 


the mountain people have 
feared, hated and resented the 


Jrule of the rich men in the low- 


lands throughout the South. 


| During the 1890’s there was an 
Talignment of poor whites and 
{poor colored people against the 
| wealthy in South Carolina. This’ 


was led by Pitchfork Ben Till- 
man who, after getting elected 
sold out to the 


poor white people against 
equally poor colored people. 


Survey Shows More 
Workers Than Jobs 


The National Farm Labor 
Union recently had a news item 
put in the Southern Farmer, 
published in Montgomery, Ala., 
and circulated in over a million 
homes in the Southern states. 
The item said there were over 
100,000 jobs on farms and in 
canning. plants in the United 
States open and that the gov- 
ernment proposed to-let em- 
ployers import foreign workers 


|to take these jobs. People who 


were interested were asked to 
write the Farm Labor Supply 
Service, 512 Victor Building, 
Washington 1, D. C., stating 
their names, ages, social secur- 


‘ity numbers, and whether or 


not they would go to other 
states to work. As the Farm La- 
bor News goes to; press, nearly 
3,000 letters have reached the 
national office, and they are 
still coming in every day. Each 
person who wrote has had an 
application form sent to him. 


‘One of the questions asked was, 


“Are you willing to join the 
union?” and only two people 
out of the thousands replying 
had any objections to joining 
the union. 

As soon as this material is as- 


| sembled we are going to take 
|the matter of giving jobs to 


American citizens up with~ ‘he 
government officials and see if 
they will find work for th se 
thousands of men and women, 
instead of bringing in foreign- 
ers to take jobs. Some may be 
placed on union jobs, wherever 


| 


there is not a regular Union 
member available. 


Croppers File | 


100,000 Suit 
igainst Planter 


A suit has been filed in the 
U. S. District Court in Little 
Rock, Ark., by James Hawkins, 
sharecropper, against plantation 
riding boss, Joe Nabors, for 
$100,000 damages. Nabors is the 
manager of the Cox Brothers 
Plantation near Gould, Ark., on 
whose farm. James Hawkins and 
his step-father, William Hen- 


derson, were sharecropping in 
1947, 


Hawkins, a Negro 
per, was beaten, robbed and 
threatened with death by the 
manager of the Cox Brothers 
Plantation. As a result a suit 
for $100,000 damages was filed 
in the Federal court. J. Ross 
Robley of Little Rock, who 
resents the National Farm La- 
bor Union, is handling the case. 

In addition to the suit filed 
by James Hawkins, William 
Henderson has also sued for 
$3,000, the value of his crop, 
livestock and household goods © 
which were taken away from 


shim by the plantation man- 


ager. 
When cotton planting time . 
approached last year the plan- 
tation manager told Hawkins 
and Henderson not to use their 
mules for breaking the land as 
he would have it done with a . 
tractor. This was to raise the 
‘plantation’s. share. of. the-crop 
jfrom a third and a fourth basis 
to a third of the cotton as well 
as the corn. A month passed and 
the sharecroppers’ land lay idle, 
ready to be broken. Finally, the 
two men decided to go ahead 
with the plowing. 


On the day as they started to 
work, Nabors and some of his 
friends, armed with shotguns, 
headed for the sharecroppers’ 
cabin. Meeting Hawkins and his 
wife in the road on their way 
to the field, they hauled him off 
his wagon and beat him almost 
to death with blackjacks. Haw- 
kins was told that if he left 
the plantation even to see a 
doctor, he would be killed, For — 
two days Hawkins lay in his 
cabin, badly injured. He could 
not work and he was in fear 
of his life. Then he went to see 
a doctor. When Nabors, the 
plantation boss, heard about 
this, he drove both Hawkins and 
his step-father off the place. All 
of their property, household 
goods, teams and tools were 
held. The men and their fami- 
lies were forced to’ leave with 
only the clothes on their backs 
and the things they could carry 
by hand. 


‘Local officers and organizers 
for the National Farm Labor 
Union, AFL, heard about the 
Hawkins’ and _ Henderson’s 
troubles and went to their res- 
cue at once. The matter was re- 
ported by the Union to the 
Workers Defense League in 
New York which was carrying 
on a campaign against peonage 
throughout the country. The 
WDL came in to help. Complete 
and thorough investigations 
were made. To keep Hawkins 
and Henderson from being 
killed, jobs were found for them 
and they.and their families were 
moved out of Arkansas. Haw- 
kins, his wife and two children: 
are now in Chicago. Henderson 
is working on a farm near El- 
mire, New York. Now the suit 


(Continued on Page Two) 
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On Aid To Europe 


- 


Summer 
Program Is Now 
Begun In Florida 


Organizer F. T. Riley of Lake- 
Jand, Florida, reports a num- 
ber of meetings being hela 
among citrus fruit pickers and 
grove workers during June, July 
and August. Brother Riley has 
secured the use of a motion pic- 
ture machine and is showing 


Labor Activity Pays Off 
In Primary Test 

WASHINGTON.—tThe effec- 
tiveness of the educational ac- 
tivity of Labor’s League for Po-|% 
litical Education has_ been|§ 
“amply demonstrated” in Iowa, 
North Carolinae Florida. 
where primary tests brought 
defeat, respectively, to an anti- 
labor governor, an anti-labor | 
United’ States senator and an| iim 
anti-labor attorney -general. 

“The results in Iowa, North 


AFI Representatives 


movies in connection with]. 
union meetings. During the Carolina and Florida show that 
month of August, the union | '@boring people are very much 


yn thei: toes this year,” said Jo- 
seph D. Keenan, director of 
LLPE. ‘‘We have been regaled 
with stories that labor’s politi- 
cal program is not effective. 
But the proof of the pudding is 
in the eating. The votes of 
aroused, intelligent citizens 
among the working population 


film, ‘‘Poverty in the Valley of 

Plenty,’ which is based on the 
Di Giorgio Farms strike in Cali- 
fornia,. will be shown to Flor- 
ida members, _ 


The National Office has re- 
ceived reports from the follow- 
ing locals of citrus workers in 


BORIS SHISKIN BERT MARK JEWELL 


Boris Shiskin, chief economist for the American Federation of Labor, 
and Bert M. Jewell of the Railway Labor Executives Association 
have been appointed labor advisors on the Marshall plan program 


Florida: ° of three states have now sound-| for European recovery. eee 
Local No. Secretary Town! od the political death knell of 
201 Joseph Reed ______ Lakeland 


three foes of labor. 


221 Burel Kinston __ Vero Beach SY that thin: 


Big Business Is Putting Squeeze 


Aas tion of labor’s determination h 

232 EH. Frasier Auburndale/ ang ability to carry out the OW Family Formers And arecroppers | 

224 P. J. Bryant ____ Lake Wales| 


enemies will not be lost on By HOMER AYRES 
those who have,been so eager; It is. 
to belittle the effectiveness of 
political education among the 
American people.” 

In lowa, the working people 
supported William Beardsley 
for governor in the Republican 


| would attempt to do what such 
farm magazines as the Pew-| 
owned Farm Journal can’t ac- 
“pcomplish, once it is branded for 
what it is among its readers. 

These big business political 
commissars might be local peo- 
ple or imported but their main |. 


230 Talmadge W. Wise, Plant City. 


The following locals have not 
reported since the close of the 
fruit picking season: 
Local No. Secretary 


interesting and very 
alarming to make a trip around 
the rural areas and actually find 
out what is taking place, both 
economically and politically. It 
gives one the shakes to see how 


Town 
223 Willie Atkins Maullinsville 
225 Claudie Frazier _ Frost Proof 


primary, and the incumbent,/men with big money are mov-| business would be to promote) 
Governor Robert Blue, was|;,, ; ,|the corporate intercsts in the 
227 J. E. Johnson Wauchula) handed one of the worst coutnryside and riake sure that 
231 C. J. Kimball ---_ Davenport} cings ever sustained by any of- ORY “|the lawmakers. saw eye to eye 
228 Lee Temple Haines City | ticeholder in that state. Blue|Sates for large scale farming/with such people as Herbert 
229 Edmond Wyche ___. Bartow 


and ranching. 
In the first place the average 


had consistently opposed labor’s 
interests. 


In -North Carolina, in the 


Hoover and the DuPont family. | i 


Many of the Union members In this connection, there is a’ 


have migrated to jobs out of 


the state and will not return un- 


, til the last of September. A big 
- Union rally will be held at the 


beginning of the new _ season 
with speakers and entertain- 


ment for ‘all. 
PETITION CAMPAIGN ON 


Petitions to the Florida State 
Legislature asking that the un- 
employment compengation law 
be amended to make all fruit 


‘pickers, grove workers 


and 


loaders eligible for pay when 
out of work are now being cir- 
culated by local Union leaders. 


Croppers File 
$100,000 Suit 


(Continued from Page One) 


is before the United States Dis- 


trict Court in Little Rock. 


Union members throughout 
the mid-South are very much 


interested in the Hawkins- 
Henderson case. It is not every 
day that sharecroppers' sue 


Democratic primary, the wage 
earners went after the scalp of 
Senator William B. Umstead, 
who had voted for the Taft- 
Hartley Act despite labor’s 
pleas. Umstead. was decisively 
defeated by former Governor J. 
M: Broughton. 


In Florida, in the Democratic 
primary for governor, Tom 
Watson took a bad licking. As 
Attorney General, Watson. was 
a notorious union baiter, and 
the workers remembered his 
record and made sure that it 
became thoroughly known to 
all citizens. After taking a beat- 
ing in the gubernatorial pri- 
mary, Watson entered the race 
for justice of the State Supreme 
Court. Forced into a run-off, he 
was decisively defeated. 


fy 


House Scuttles TVA Plant 
WASHINGTON—One victim 
of Congress’ last minute rush 
was the proposed steam plant 
to step up power in the TVA 


little operator, the family sized 
farmer or rancher hesitates to 
continue with the price of land 


and livestock on the rise. He 
thinks that sooner or later there 
will be a bust and, if he has 
considered selling 
reasonable length of time, that 
the present time is the best. No 
young man, no G.I. has the fi- 
nancial courage to take over at 
these high prices. Only opera- 
tors with lots of money can buy 
up the ranches and farms now 
offered. 


I recently learned of a cor- 
poration executive who pur- 
chased a ranch runnnig well to- 
ward the $100,000 figure which 
he intends to use as a plaything. 
This does not have to pay out, 
the losses can subtracted 
from the income taxes he would 
pay as a corporation stockhold- 
er. Price is no object to play- 
boy ranchers if they think they 
need some land. But it starts 
everybody in the country to 


}buying at high prices to save 


within 


lesson that many farm leaders 
will have to learn very shortly, | 
especially the _ co-operative 


jleaders “and the leaders who 


espouse the cause of thé family 


cooperatives are slated for exe- 
cution by the big boys just as 
surely as the trade unions. And 
that there is no.such thing as 


of the trouble ahead. They can 3 
go to bed and cover up their 
heads and wake up in the morn- 
ing to find that the propaganda 
campaign against them was only 
a nightmare. They will have to 
fight, and exchange blow for 
blow with the ones who are 
preaching big business’ doctrine 
in any of its clever forms. They 


up their spines if their spines 
tend to become limber under 
pressure. 

Any other path except the 
path of educating the rank and 
file about the true nature of 
monopoly corporations and their 


farmers. They will have to learn | 
that the family farmers and the| 


looking for a peaceful way out| 


will have to run a wagon rod| 


Neighbors 


‘ 

em 
‘ 


Know 
What 
The 


UJ 
Is 
g 
\ 
on 


planters in the Federal courts. 
The time for trial has not yet 
been set but the announcement 
will be made in an early issue 
of the Farm Labor News as to 
the time of the hearing on the 
case. | 


transmission system. The Sen- 
ate had approved the $54,000,- 
000 project, but backed down 
when the House rejected it 201 
to 186. Previously the Senate 
had said, by a 47 to 37 vote, that 
its conferees should continue to 
press the House of Representa- 
tives primitives to relent and 
okay this improvement of the 
last month nominated a ticket | Tennessee. public power 
of Thomas E. Dewey and Earl|system. 

Warren, who run for the na- — O 


land they lease from being gob-| programs of war gobble up and} 
bled by the larger monied out-. exploitation of the common peo-|} 
fits. _|ple will lead them into a blind 
If a break in livestock prices alley. 
comes and people are forced to} If such legislation as the 
again let their taxes become de- | Mundt bill became a law, and 
linquent a rich man will be}Many farm leaders didn’t ‘fight. 
waiting at the courthouse to buy |the Mundt bill, the- cooperative 
up the tax deed. Thus the agri-|leaders would immediately be|. . 
cultural program of the U._S.|reduced to corporation set ups| 
Chamber of Commerce, the and the militant leaders 
elimination of the small oper-|Smeared and hounded unless 
ators from production, grinds | they “got right” with the pow- 


GOP Aims For Nov. 2 
PHILADELPHIA.—The GOP 


tion’s highest offices on a plat- Wins Vacation Pay : along. . ers that be. | : 
form that “defends the Taft-| wifWAUKEE, Wis. — The] And to help hurry this pro-|_ Things are really cooking in 
Hartley law, omits any FEPC 


Fruehauf Trailer Co. of Kansas 
City has learned that it can’t 
cheat on its employes, who are 
represented by the United Auto 
Workers-AFL. A decision just 
handed down by an arbitrator 
is that the company cannot de- 
prive workers of paid vacations 
by declaring them ineligible be- 
cause they ‘didn’t work” dur- 
ing a three-month shutdown 
when, the company was retool- 
ing. Union and arbitrator agreed 


the country now when one looks 


cess no doubt there is another 
close. 


big scheme on foot. The grape- 
vine brings the news that a very | 

large and powerful organization Georgia Institute Planned 

of big business men, who contin-|- ATLANTA, Ga.—Civic offi- 
ually pay attention to politics,|cials who come from the ranks 
has decided ta.place a public re-|of organized labor are being in- 
lations representative in every |vited to take part in the con- 
rural county. These men would | ference-on “unions in communi- 
become very active in county af-|ty affairs” scheduled by Geor- 
fairs, seeing that the right peo-/| gia, Workers Education Service 
ple were elected to local of-|for Aug. 27 through Sept. 1. Lil- vie res 
fices and that the right stories} lian Smith, well-known author, 
were put into the local news-j;has again made her summer 
papers. Without a doubt, work-|camp at Clayton available for 
ing under cover, these oper-j|the five-day institute, which is 
jatives by personal contact, limited to 35 people. oi 


plank, and repeats unkept 1944 
pledges to extend social secur- 
ity and strengthen the Labor 
Department. 


Remember In November 

WASHINGTON — De- 
mands were heard here this 
week for President Truman or 
the Republican Congressional 
chiefs to call the 80th Congress 
back -to complete three pieces 
‘of unfinished business: the Taft-|that vacations should be com- 
Ellender-Wagner housing” bill:| puted on the basis of days 
federal aid to education, and/ worked when there was work 
action to stop soaring prices. | tq do, 
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FARM LABOR NEWS @ 


Before World War II, ten and 


| a half million families lived in 


ven: 
More than: seve | region. Overcrowding on South- 


the - Soyth. 
million of these families lived 
in’ houses that did not meet 
.minimum standards of comfort, 


health, and safety. Every sec- 
tion of the United States had 


its share of poor housing, but]’ 
the South’s. record was the 


worst. In the rest of the Nation, 


- one out of every three houses 


fell short of minimum stand- 
ards; in the South, two out of 
every three. 


That “was the in 


1940, as shown by the Bureau 
of the Census reports for. that 


various parts of the country. 
Although the results ‘of these 


samplings must be regarded as 
estimates rather exact 
data, they give us useful indica- 
tioms of the changes that have 
occurred: since 1940. For ex- 
ample, we learn from the 1947 
reports that the average family 


Housing Conditions In The South 


that in 1940 there were more 
persons than rooms in almost 
half the farm homes in the 


ern farms was twice as great as 
on farms in the rest of the Na- 
tion. One in every six families 
lived under extremely crowded 
conditions. 


In 1940 there were one hun- 
dred Southern counties in which 
more than 40 per cent of the 


farm dwellings were in need of |. 


major repairs, 20 per cent or 
more had no water supply, 20 
per cent were one and two room 
shacks, and 50 to 90 per cent 
were worth less than $300. Most 
of these counties were found in 


lowest ranking counties. Other 
such poorly housed counties 
were found along the coast of 
South Carolina, in the Okla- 
homa Ozark region, and along 
the Southern border of Texas. 
A large portion of bad housing 
is also concentrated in the 
mountain regions of Kentucky 


|United Nations Drafts 


Human Rights Charter 


The following articles are ex- 
tracts from the first draft of 
the International Declaration of 
Human Rights, prepared for the 
United Nations ac- 
tion. 


Article 1—All men are born 


rights. They are endowed by 
nature with reason and con- 
science, and should act towards 
one another like brothers. 

Article 3—1. Everyone/is en- 
titled to all the rights and free- 
doms set forth in this Declara- 
tion, without distinction of any 
kind, .such as race {which in- 
cludes.color), sex, language, re- 


2. All are equal before the law 
regardless of office or status and 


the law against any arbitrary 
discrimination or against any 


incitement to such discrimina- |}. 


tion inviolation of this Decla- 
ration. 


- Article 12—Everyone has the 
right everywhere in the world 


free and equal in dignity and- 


entitled to equal protection of 


Ballad of 
~The Di Strike 


Pickets standing on the ng 
Looking down the county road, 


Saw a lonesome stranger coming 


And he said his name was Joad 


Oh, the Herrons and the Adays and the Blacks are on the line ~ 


_If you had a mind to ask them they would say they’ re 
doing fine. 


2 


Now, the stranger stood beside us 
And his face was pale and thin, 

Said he’d like to join the Union 

So we Said we'd let him in. : 


Oh, the Creeches .and the Ramseys and the Myers are on 


the line 


year. More recent figures are|the deep South; Alabama, Ar- ligion, political or other opinion, yen Fem — to ask them er would say they're 
limited “to general samplings|Kansas and Mississippi Scatus, or national, or 3 | 
‘conducted by the Census in| bined had forty out of these 100 Ig 


Thursday night he came to meeting 


And he raised his snowy head, 
With a voice like Resurrection 
Spoke, and this is what he said: 
Oh, the Watleys and the spams and the oui are on 
the line 
had a mind to ask them they would say they're 


you 
fine. 


4 


and Tennessee. 
| today lives in a slightly better - j}to recognition as a person be- “There’s a fence around Creation, 
house than in 1940. But we also ~ fore the law and to.the enjoyv- | 
find that the improvement is. | There’s a mortgage on the sun, 
relatively small and that the Jesse Alive? 
Where the rivers used to run.’ 
h’s h has 
Ever so often, a story comes Article 21—Everyone, with- ‘Oh, the Holders and the Lawhori ns and the are 
from some place claiming that|out discrimination, has the right the line 
‘ae ~ South lags farther behind today | the noted outlaw, Jesse James, | to take an effective part in the If you had a mind to ask them they would say they're 
‘than-it did in 1940. | is still alive. The latest one} government of his country. The doing fine. 
jcomes from Lawton, Oklahoma, | State shall conform to the will 
FARM HOUSING | where an old gentleman overjof the people as manifested by - 5) 
_ Everywhere — in the country | 100 years old claims to be Jesse elections which shall be peri-| “God Almighty made the valley _ 
rural housing is well below the|James. The editor of the local|odic, free, fair, and by secret; For a land of milk and honey, 
level of city housing. In 1940| newspaper says he has evidence ballot. But corporation’s got it. 
only 4,per cent of the farm| that J. Frank Dalton,,an old age| Article 32—All laws in any| For to turn it into money.” : 
| ‘homes in the United States met|Pensioner, is the real Jesse|State shall be in conformity; — Oh, the Carsons and the Workmans and the Lees are om 
| minimum standards for city liv- | James. He quotes James or Dal- | with the purposes and principles the line | | 
| y ing. A home in the city is worth,|ton as saying “Crime doesn’t|of the United Nations as em- If you hada mind to ask them they would say they’re 
: : on the average, more than twice| Pay,” and that the story of Bobj bodied in the Charter, pears as doing fine. | 7 
as much aga farm house. {Ford killing Jesse James was|they deal with human rights. | 6 ° 
What: does this mean with|™ade up to fool the law. The} 
respect to Southern housing? It | P@Per Says the real Jesse James Union Membership Grape 18 tne. 
explains in part, why the South attended his own funeral and | And the cotton’s in the bale, 4 
falls so far short of the national |S°Unded off in his deep voice P ul At 14,280,000 Keck Us Moving, moving, 
hich is still good today. Dalton Or they throw us into jail.” 
In 1940, 60 per cent of | VU § y NEW YORK. — Membershi 
| avercem Sor ee or James, claims to have fought P Oh, the Blisses and the Redens and the cs are on re fii 
| all Southern families lived on h ms t World W ' oh in American labor unions rose it you had » mind 16 ask them they would say ‘they’ sa 
farms or in rural communities. in t £70, 1 C “lto 14 ,280,000 during 1947, ac- fine. 
One out of three houses in the See ? Senne in the Can- cording to a preliminary report 
South was a farm house, as adian Army. He is also et orted prepared by Prof. Leo. Wolman 4 
against one out of seven in the to of Columbia for the National “Set a man against his neighbor, 
rest of the Nation. What is more, Sout sce etage a alae: Bureau. of Economic Research. Break the ties of brotherhood, 
twice as many farm houses out- The legend of Jesse James,/ The figure, Professor Wolman| Twenty jobs for forty beggars— : 
side the.South were structually | an American Robin Hood whom | axpjained, included Canadian Keep them fighting for their food. 
sound and had running water eo only the rich | members of American unions. Oh, the a and the Baileys and the Bickfords 
and inside toilets. and gave tovtne poor, goes Dr. Wolman’s new data, on the line 
oni of five farm which are tentative and will be mind to ask. them they would say they’ re 
_| bandit is that he was not killed | published later in final form, oing fine. 
"eerie prec a either but that he changed his cover ‘the years from 1935 to | 8 
| d became an oil king | 1947_ 
safe and comfortable living. alee. OP But my brothers and my sisters 
Their foundations were un-|2Y the name of John D. Rucke-| An idea of the magnitude of Got the answer, know the way. a 
sound, their walls were flimsy feller. You can take your choice | the change in size of the Ameri- They are going in the Union « 
‘lof these and other stories about can labor movement can be 
their roofs leaked. In 1941 J wk And they’re going in today.” 
over. 80: per cent of the country’s gained from the figures, he as- Oh, the Williams and the Gregor ys the Gilberts 
farmers made no repairs on be true. : serted. They follow: — uy : on the line 
* their homes. The 20 per cent| ‘aed ae ‘ nion — If you had a mind to ask them they would say they’ re 
| who did spent an average. of, pr Men On ECA Board Year ne doing fine. 
only $11 for materials. Where . waSHINGTON — The 9 
per capita income was $250 or men who’ll keep an eye on the ee ee 6,394,600 “Go and sign them in the Union 
| Tess, -as nee the case for a.e- European recovery*program ON|/j999 . 7,407,200} Every man that’s right and able, 
jority of Southern farmers, not) penalf of organized labor were _.. 7:755.100| "Til the vineyards in the springtime 
_ quite two dollars per family was/ ,amed ‘last week. They are CIO 8.093.600; Blossom with a Union label.” 
spent on house repairs. This! Secretary-Treasurer James _B. eee ee tc 8,587,300 Oh, the Bradshaws and the Lemands and Fosters on the line 
that began Carey, -AFL Secretary-Treas- 1942° . 9,642,400 | . If you had a mind to ask them they would say they’re 
early im “the ‘thirties. Between! |e, George Meany, and Secre- 
1930.and 1940 the value of farm! tary AE. Lyons of the Railway| 1216877600 10 
homes decreased almost 20 per} Executives Association. To- 12.704.421 “Go and sigh them in the Union 
cent. As a result of the depres- gether with farm and industry|,94¢ the beets and in the cation 


have been replaced. Only since 
the war has any appreciable 
amount of new _ construction 
taken place: Estimates for 1947 


. Show that the average farm 


house has: undergone consider- 
able repairs and is probably in 
better condition than it has been 
at any time in the past twenty- 
five ‘years. Between 1940 and 
1947 the number of houses 
needing repairSywas reduced by 
40 per cent in the South and by 
48-per cent in the rest of the 
Nation. 

Although we usually associ- 
ate overcrowding with ‘city 


slums, the Census figures show 


-principal 1948 demands. 


Cooperation Administrator Paul 
Hoffman on ways and means of 
assisting Europe’s democracies. 


Miners Win Pay, Pensions 


WASHINGTON — Although 
the steel industry’s “cap- 
tive mines” still defied the 
United Mine Workers last 
month commercial coal produc- 
ers have conceded the UMW’s 
Over 
300,000 coal diggers are assured 
a $1 a day wage boost and the 
implementation of the pension 
and health programs for which 


they fought so hard. 7 


Labor Press Freedom Upheld 

WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court last week ruled 
that if the Taft-Hartley law was 


of the union press to express the 
political views of organized la- 
bor, it would be unconstitution- 


al. But by holding that the 1947| 


law’s Section 304, had: no’ such 
‘intent, the majority of the court 


ducked the main question which | 


the CIO sought to raise, and the 
labor movement still doesn’t 
know exactly what political ex- 
penditures it can make under 
the anti-labor law. 


intended to bridle the freedom | 


And’ his name is Brother Joad. , 


Blossom with a Union button.” 
Oh, the Pollards and the Odelis 
the line 


If you had a mind to ask them sic would say they re 
doing fine. 


and the Greenleafs om 


Pickets standing on the line, 
Looking down the county road, — 
Where-a man is walking, walking - 


He is walking in the valley, 
Under California skies | 
And he’s calling in the valley: $ | 
“Brothers, sisters, organize.” 


Oh, the Herrons and the Adays and | the Blacks are on the hen 


If you had a mind to ask them’ they would say they’re 
doing fine, 
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Di Giorgio Movie 
Being Shown 


‘ “Poverty In The Valley of 


Plenty,” a 16mm sound film, is |. 


being shown. throughout the 
country. The picture .which was 
made by the Hollywood AFL 
Unions, shows the conditions 
that caused the Di Giorgio 
strike, The picket lines, the re- 
lief caravans, the strike meet- 
ings and all the highlights of 
- the strike are in the movie. 

It was first shown at the in- 


ternational convention of. the 
Afthnalgamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen’s Union at 
. Chicago in May. The Upholtser- 
International convention 
saw the film in Washington. The 
Architects and Engineers con- 
vention delegates saw it in Mil- 
waukee. It was shown to the 
Glass Bottle Blowers conven- 
tion delegates in Chicago and 
to the Texas State Federation 
of Labor Convention delegates 
in Ft.. Worth, Texas. Ine 
Stereotypers Interna tional 
Union has arranged for a show- 
ing as has the American Feder- 
ation of Teachers. Other con- 
ventions of national and inter- 
national unions will see the film 
during the summer and fall. 


The labor film is being dis- 
tributed by the*Hollywood AFL 
Film Council, 6700 Melrose 
Ave., Hollywood, Calif.; The 
National Film Co-operative, 99 
University Place, New York, 
N. Y., and the National Farm 
Labor Union. 


The cost of a copy of the 20 
minute film is $60. It can also be 


rented from the National Film 


Co-operative at $3 per showing. 
The National Farm Labor 
Union plans to use its copies of 
‘Poverty in The Valley of Plen- 
ty” throughout the country, 
showing it to local unions and 
others. . 


Peacetime Draft 
Of Men Underway 


The first peacetime draft of 
men for the armed services in 
the history of the United States 
wil soon get under way. Men 


19 to 26 years of age will regis- | 
|} portation program was thus re- 


ter beginning August 16th. Ac- 
cording to plans announced in 
Washington, the first men will 
not be called until. after Sep- 
tember 22nd. Men will be called 
for service in accordance with 
their birthdays—for instance, 


men who were born on Janu-: 


ary 1 will be the first called up, 


and the last to be called will be 
the ones whose birthday comes 
in December. The age group to 
be called first has not yet been 
decided by Selective Service of- 
ficials. Each man who is drafted 
will have to serve 21 months in 
the Army, Navy, Marine. Corps 
or Air Forces. Mén who~ have 
been in the service over 90 days 
or who saw Service in the last 
World War will be exempt but 


will be called on to serve their 
country again, Men who are 
engaged in essential jobs may 
be deferred. There is little like- 
lihood of wholesale deferments 
for farm workers such as were 
granted during war time. Boys 
who are in school will-be able 
to complete their school year. 
Young men 18 years of age may 
enlist for a year and escape the 
21 months in conscript 
army. 
Protect Labor’s rights . 
With your voting rights— 
Vote. 


FARM LABOR 
ROUNDUP 


want to import Mexican work- 
ers got out in the open down in 
Texas last month. The Texas 
Cotton Ginners Association had 
deen leading a fight on discrim- 
‘nation against Mexicans this 
side of the border. Their efforts 
vere being praised by a lot of 
vell meaning people. They 
‘laimed to be interested in im- 
oroving relations between Mex- 
ico and the United States, but 
the truth came out. They were 
only interested in getting Texas 
off of the Mexican government’s 

blacklist so they could get cheap 
labor to exploit. 


This was revealed when a 
private bulletin sent out by Jay 
C. Stilley, secretary of the Cot- 
ton Association got in the news- 
papers. 
members of the Association, “It 
comes to a pretty bad place in. 


don’t get Mexican laborers, the 
price will be so high it won’t 
pay to pick cotton. It’s a matter 


—he-.means supply of labor 
greater than the demand). The 
Stilley bulletin continued by 
saying, “If you will recall last 
year, even though we were not 
on the Mexican blacklist, we 
had difficulty in some sections 
in securing sufficient labor, 
which, of course, made it pos- 
sible for the cotton pickers to 
demand almost any figure that 
they desired to pick the cotton. 
The same situation, except on a 
vastly greater scale, could occur 
this year. 


“With one-third of the 
not available that we had last 
year, it will mean that prices for 
picking will go sky high. There 
is no doubt also that we will 
have competitive bidding from 
both Arkansas and Mississippi 
for our workers, since they will 
not be able to secure Mexican 
nationals this year. This .is the 
reason your association has en- 
tered the picture and has done 
everything possible to have the 
so-called blacklist 
lifted from Texas.” 


The whole Mexican labor im- 


vealed to the public for what it 
is — a desire on the part of 
finance farm operators to have 
a large supply of workers avail- 
able so they can keep down the 
wages of farm hands. 


Congress Passes Law For 


Foreign Labor Importation 


Meanwhile, the Congress of 
the United States acting solely 
in the interest of agricultural 
malefactors of wealth, passed a 
bill just before it closed for the 
Republican convention, to fi- 
nance the recruitment and 


|transportation of farm - labor 


from anywhere in the Western 
Hemisphere. The bill passed by 
Congress sets up a revolving 
fund of $2,500,000 on a per- 


|manent basis for foreign labor 
in the event of war, they too 


recruitment. Nothing was done 
for American citizens. Demo- 
crats and Republicans alike 
voted for the law. 


Negro Lawyer Wins 


Alderman Election 
Citizens of Richmond, Va., 


recently elected a 41-year-old 
Negro attorney to their City 
Council. Oliver W. Hill, World 
War II veteran, defeated a CIO 
official for the place on the City 
Council. He is the first Negro to 
be elected to city office in Rich- 


mond since the Reconstruction. 


The reason that big farmers a 


Stilley wrote to the py 


our industry when we must] 
cater to cotton pickers. If we| 


of supply and demand.” (Note|. 


of A.F.L, unions were asked to make a voluntary contribution 


| native whites, three million are| which are being sold at $4,500 


47'S THE FINEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD 
_ BUT WE'VE GOT TO MAKE IT BETTER. a 


| 


July, 


AFL ection 
At Hurff Co. Plant 


‘The CIO won an election by 


| a small majority among-workers 
in the Edgar F. Hurff Co. plant . 


at Swedesboro, N, J., on May 


17, and thus became the bar~ 
| gaining agent for employees of 


the company. 


For several years members of 
the National Farm Labor Union 


jhave secured -summer jobs at. 


Hurff’s under an arrangement 


‘whereby their membership was 


Teat ‘and Cannery .Workers 


Peet “ana temporarily to the. 


National Labor Service 


| "Labor. approves the Report of the President s 
Committee on Civil Rights.” 


Dollars Are Needed Win 
Labor Asked To Contribute To Funds 


Now that the Republicans, Democrats and Wallaceites have 
held | their national conventions, adopted their platforms and 
chosen their candidates, it is time for working men and women 


to get busy. You can bet your last dollar that the members of || 


the National Association of Manufacturers, the Associated Farm- 


| ers, the Farm Bureau and other organizations are piling up the} 


cash to elect their candidates. We have had two years now of a 


reactionary Congress representing these “malefactors of wealth,” |. 
as the late President Roosevelt called them. We have seen the cost | 
of living go sky high when Congress abolished price control. 
We have seen taxes cut for the big profit boys. We have seen bills 
for housing, education, fair employment, poll tax repeal and anti- 
lynching shelved in favor of laws to turn over the natural re- 
sources of the country to the wealthy. Wall Street is back in the| 
saddle. All that labor has gotten is a law to restrict the ac- 
tivities of trade unions. There are over 15 million men and 
women who are members of organized labor. They and their]; 
families make up the majority of the voters in the United States. 
They out number the Wall Streeters 100 to 1, but Wall Street has 
the cash to lay on the barrel head to win an election. The A.F. of 
L., the C.I.O. and the Railway Unions have each set up a po- 
litical education organization to receive contributions from their 
members. The A.F. of L. Labor’s League for Political Education 
was set up to oppose the National Association of Manufacturers, 
the Associated Farmers and the Farm Bureau, and all members 


of $1 or more to carry on the fight to prevent labor’s enemies 
from taking over the country. Members of the National Farm 
Labor Union have also been called upon to give not less than $1 
each to Labor’s League for Political Education. Every local sec- 
retary has been appointed a collector for the League and has 
received an official receipt book for use in collecting. the educa- 
tional funds. 
Members of the National Farm tatoi Union may turn in 
their dollar to their local collector or send it to: Miss Dorothy 
Dowe, 512 Victor Building, D..C.. 


|Largest Housing Unit 
Cannot Read Or Write |For Negroes Opened 


Census takers have.recently|. The nation’s largest housing 
found out that there are:10 mil- project. for. Negroés has: just 
lion Americans who cannot read 
or write. But congressmen must 
not be interested since they|2¢ known as Carver Village} 
have refused to pass the Federal|@nd was named for the late Dr. 
Aid for Education BiH this last} George | Washington Carver, 
session. Over four million of} noted scientist who worked at 
the ones who cannot read and/ Tuskegee Institute, Ala. The 
write in the United States’ are| project consists of 608 houses 


(0 Million Americans 


foreign born and 2,700,000 are| each with $100 down and $29.64 
Negr 0eS, The others are Mexi- per month payments. Each 
can-Americans and Orientals.| dwelling consists of five rooms 


New York state has a million|on a lot 100x50 feet, providing 


grown people who cannot read|space for flower and vegetable 


or write. Pennsylvania has over gardens, 

half a million and Illinois near-. 0 
ly the same number. However,| Don't be snooty | about your 
over one-third of the population | duty—VOTE. 

in Louisiana cannot read or o-—— - 
write. Arkansas and Mississipp! Vote reaction away on élec- 


been opened in Savannah, .Ga.| 


Unoin Local 56, A-F. or L. .The 


few members of the: National. 
Farm Labor Union who were 
working at the plant at the time 
of the election voted AFL, in 
spite of intimidation, threats 


Bee | and violence on the part of CIO’ 


local leaders. The regional La- 
bor Relations Board refused to. 
protect the rights of workers to 
choose their 
freely. 


The few NFLU 


are still working at the plant 


have asked for a transfer to 
another job, due to the fear of 
CIO men who rallied the resi- 
dent employees on the claim. 


_ |that they would stop men and 


wgmen from the South from 
getting. jobs at Hurff’s:= - +0 


No more workers: wil: ba: sent: 


fair election is set aside by. the 
| National Labor Board 
in Was" “ngton, 


Union leaker Dies 


Luther Wade, Secretary of | 
‘Local 132 at Madison,. Ark., 
reports the death of Brother 
Will Williams May. 16, 
1948. 


Drive To Organize 
Tree Workers On 


A campaign to organize. tree 


surgeons and line cleaners in 
New England and the Mid.West 
is now underway, directed : by 
National Organizer,’ Edwin. C.. 
Mitchell. The campaign: which 
centers around Boston and 


ficials of the central labor 


Junions and the AFL ST 


staff. 


Mr. Harry P. -secre- 
tary of the Boston Central La- 


hundred workers have already 


j}signed applications and union 


authorization blanks in New 


| England. The men who work in 


_[erews, cutting limbs away from 
power and telephone lines trav- 


also doctor fruit trees.and shade 
trees in orchards and on farms. 
The men are passing out and 


membership as they travel and 


Union will soon have a large or- 
ganization among these, Skilled 
workmen. 


Ballot — VOTE, 


‘Fores Labor News 


The Farm Labor News is 

Publication Office — Reuben | and 
Summit Sts., 

Business Office—Room Victor 
ilding 9th St., N. Wash- 

subscription rate ate 36c 

year. 3c per cop 
per copy to agents. News is pub- 
lished by the National Farm ahoe 
Union for its members and friends 
| ‘as second class matter at 
| as second class matter a 
Office i Montgomery 


946, 
ss a m a 
cerning the Farm Labor 
m ctor 
St.. N.W. Washin Buildings: 


jare not far behind. _ day — ‘Vote, | 


to Swedesboro unless. the un- | 


° 


Cleveland, is being aided by of- 


bor Union, reports that several | 


el from place to place, Others | 


collecting applications for union — 


| work. The National Farm Labor | 


‘Use the Ballot or ‘nes the 


Bundle rate ic 
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